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In 2008, EDC [Environmental Design & Construction Magazine - 
the official publication of the LEED Professional] embarked on an 
online awards contest that gives manufacturers a chance to see how 
their products stack up in the eyes of our readers. Readers are asked 
to vote for products that they feel offer the best combination of 
sustainable attributes with ease of use and installation in a variety of 
categories. Winners were awarded at Greenbuild 2012: 

Category: Water Conservation/Management, Plumbing 

Product: MyFAST Wastewater Treatment System 

Manufacturer: Bio-Microbics (www.biomicrobics.com) 

The MyFAST wastewater treatment system allows water recycling of the treated effluent back to the 
building for irrigation. The hidden system maintains an aerobic treatment process that is reportedly easy 
to maintain and is designed to greatly reduce operational overhead. The MyFAST decentralized 
wastewater treatment plant in redevelopment areas makes more sense when targeted treatment, sludge 
management and water reuse opportunities become a factor.  

G20 Summit Focuses on Economy in a VERY Green Facility 
Sustained, living green wall adds ambiance, energy-efficiency, and utilizes water recycling! 

 
With a reported 16,000+ people attending the 2012 G20 
Summit in Los Cabos, Mexico, twenty leaders from the 
world’s most powerful economies met in a newly 
constructed, state-of-the-art green facility - the Los Cabos 
International Convention Center (Los Cabos ICC).  One 
of the main features of the property is a large 2,700 m2, 
lush green facade, which is well maintained with a hidden 
decentralized Sewage Treatment Plant, the MyFAST® 
HS-STP™, which provides water reuse opportunities on 
site.  

As the first such Summit to occur in Latin America, the 
new convention center was “built specifically for the 
purposes of hosting conventions and summits, such as 
[the G20 Summit], the [Los Cabos International] 

Convention Center…can compete with the likes of other 
Mexican hotspots such as Cancun, Puerto Vallarta, and 
Mexico City.” (Cabo G20 Summit: Proof that Los Cabos is 
Safer than Ever, PRWEB.COM Newswire, 
http://www.digitaljournal.com/pr/754200#ixzz1yMt9FNWJ 
Retrieved June 20, 2012.)   

According to project’s consulting engineers, ICA 
Construcción Urbana (http://ica-
construccionurbana.com.mx/en), the Los Cabos ICC was 
built in a record time of six and a half (6.5) months. “The 
project began on November 15, 2011 and was completed 
on May 31 2012. Usually, a project of this nature takes 
approximately two (2) years to be completed.”    



About the Decentralized Wastewater Treatment Plant 

The Los Cabos ICC is a “green” facility, literally! The 
building is completely engulfed in “Living Green Wall” (or 
vertical garden), which is the symbol of ‘green-building 
design’ under which the complex was built and features 
local flora. Equipped with a 2.65 liter per second MyFAST 
treatment plant (utilizing fixed integrated treatment 
technology) hidden beneath the parking lot and a storm 
water tank to capture rainwater, the used water is piped 
to the local wastewater treatment plant where it 
undergoes treatment to meet high standards. Irrigation is 
provided at different levels along the wall, using gravity to 
move the treated water through the growing media. The 
building’s “Green Wall” naturally cools down the entire 
building, thereby reduce energy costs for air conditioning. 

Designed for multi-family and commercial properties from 
75 m3/D to 600 m3/D flows, the highly-effective treatment 
process from MyFAST® system is known as “submerged 
attached growth” to treat the wastewater to high 
standards and reduce nitrogen in the process. In order to 
maintain the best effluent quality, piping under the 
MyFAST treatment units siphon settled biological sludge 
into a Biosolids Management System (BMS), located in a 
third compartment, for further treatment of sludge. This 
BMS zone (also called a digester) creates an aerobic 
environment to help further treat and reduce the sludge 
content. The treated effluent is then recycled back to the 
building for irrigating the living architecture, green areas, 
toilet flushing, and other uses. 

“The importance of sustaining water sources is evident in 
nearly every newly constructed building (whether seeking 
green building certifications or not) for future generations. 
The G20 Summit focused on many issues related to 
solving the world’s economic crisis and political 
landscapes. With the Los Cabos ICC in San Lucas, 
Mexico, it is at least a step in the right direction for 
sustainable, green building design, and promoting best 
management practices – especially with regard to water 
reuse,” (Bio-Microbics, 2012).  

Whether seeking green building certifications or not, 
using available water sources by recycling wastewater, 
such as from innovative wastewater technologies like the 
MyFAST system from Bio-Microbics, promotes the 
importance of green buildings to the long-term building 
performance, occupants’ health and the sustainability of 
our communities. Bio-Microbics’ focus is to produce high 
quality products that are simple to use and install. For 
these reasons Bio-Microbics has earned several awards 
in the wastewater business. 

Bio-Microbics’ wealth of experience in engineering, 
installation and operation of systems around the world 
have been concentrated into the MyFAST® product line, 
such as the system installed at Centro de Convenciones 
Los Cabos.  

 
Project Name: Los Cabos International Convention 

Center (ICC) 
Year: 2012 
Location: Los Cabos, Mexico 
Building Type: Commercial Facility 
Type: Custom Living Wall 
Size: 29063 sq.ft. 
Access: Accessible, Open to Public 

 
Designers/Manufacturers of Record: 
 - Architect: Fernando Romero EnterprisE (FREE) 
 - Construction: ICA Construcción Urbana 
 - Integrated Water Technologies: Hydrocalsan 
 - Sewage Treatment Plant: Bio-Microbics MyFAST® HS-STPTM 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



2012 GREENBUILD Green Product Buzz Guide  

EDC's Green Product Buzz Guides bring you the latest in green building products and services from companies 
exhibiting at trade shows, including Greenbuild, the AIA Expo, Coverings, Surfaces and more. 

 

 

Bio-Microbics manufactures proven wastewater and storm water treatment systems for decentralized 
homes, communities, and commercial properties located around the globe. As a world leader in onsite 
systems, Bio-Microbics advanced wastewater treatment systems are engineered to treat water to higher 
standards for water reuse opportunities.  

 


